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Introduction 

ITMA organized the inaugural CIO Study Trip to the Silicon Valley in 2006. We have visited both leading global companies and technology giants such as eBay, Symantec, Oracle, Google 
and Apple. Since 2006, ITMA has organized seven other successful CIO Study Trips to the US and Europe, to overwhelming responses.  
 
Our members have fostered good bonds and relationships during the study trip. Sponsors are also satisfied as they were able to spend 5-6 days of their time building rapport with 
distinguished CIOs and IT heads, which would have otherwise been difficult.  
 
This program is built to benefit both our participants (members) as well as our sponsors.  
 
We hope to target 30 qualified CIOs/IT heads of reputable organizations to join this trip, and this event will be marketed within ITMA and to the larger IT community of CIOs/IT heads. 
 

The theme for the 2015 CIO Study Trip is Digital Transformation - The Future of Smart Everything.  

 
For Participants 
1. Provides good networking opportunities 
2. Learn from leading organizations and institutions 
3. Share ideas, challenges and solutions amongst peers and sponsors 
4. Build deep relationships 
 
For Sponsors 
1. Wonderful opportunity to foster close relationships with CIOs and IT heads 
2. Share what their company does/can do 
3. Let your clients share about their experiences with your company 
4. Hear the issues and challenges faced by CIOs (they often are 
      more willing to share details in a less formal environment) 
5.   Gain new sales leads 
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Event Highlights 

 

Theme: Digital Transformation - The Future of Smart Everything.  

 

A future that is powered by:   Smarter Companies – Data driven companies using Big Data and constant innovation to drive performance. 

   Smarter Devices - IoT;  

   Smarter People – Talent Development and Education; 

 

What will participants take away/Trip Objectives 

    

 Visit companies at the forefront of the IoT wave and learn about their vision of how a Future of Smart Everything can change businesses and 

improve lives 

 

 Learn how leading companies are increasing their business performance using Big Data analytics 
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Day City  Morning Afternoon 

Saturday Helsinki/Rovaniemi Haltia - Finnish Nature Centre 
Finnish Lapland Experience 

Sunday Rovaniemi CIO Ice-breaker and Networking 

Monday Oulu 1. Elektrobit Oyj 
2. Haltian  

Polar Electro 

Tuesday Helsinki Nokia Corporation Solution 
Experience Center 

Kone 

Wednesday 
 

Helsinki 1.1. Planmeca 
2.2. Rovio 

Futurist - Smart Everything 

Thursday Helsinki Tekes – The Finnish Funding 
Agency for Innovations 

ZenRobotics 

Friday 
  

Tallinn, Estonia E-Estonia Showroom Estonia Cyber Experts – Cyber Security 
Done Right 

Saturday Helsinki Flight to Singapore 
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Sample Highlights - Day 1 Meeting – Elektrobit 

Elektrobit – Embedded Software for Wireless and Automotive 
Elektrobit (EB) is specialized in demanding embedded software and hardware solutions 
for wireless and automotive industries. Their corporate purpose is to enrich people's lives 
through innovative technologies, products and solutions. EB is investing in R&D to 
develop innovative solutions for defense, public safety and other authorities markets, IoT 
markets (Internet of Things) as well as for industrial use. In a connected environment, EB 
also focuses on high quality information security solutions for mobile devices and 
portable computers.  

Mr. Sami Toljamo, Director of Sales and Business Development 
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Sample Highlights - Day 1 Meeting – Haltian 

The Art of Visionary Engineering – Turning IoT ideas into 
Reality 
Haltian is in the business of helping customers design and develop new connected 
products for the Internet of Things (IoT). The company provides services to take product 
and service design from a defined idea to fully formed innovative solutions, including 
mass production support and in-market maintenance. With professionals to tackle HW & 
SW challenges to create innovative wireless solutions for the IoT space, Haltian works 
with customers ranging from Fortune Global 500 companies to promising start-ups.  

Mr. Pasi Leipälä, Managing Director 
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Sample Highlights - Day 1 Meeting – Polar Electro 

Using Technology to Take Sports and Fitness To New Levels 
In 1975, the idea of portable heart rate monitors came into existence on a skiing track. Just over a 
year later POLAR was founded, near the city of Oulu, Finland – a region renowned for its 
technological research and surrounded by some of the most challenging environments in Europe. 
The area was quickly identified as the perfect setting to test the company’s pioneering equipment 
to its limits. Now, over 30 years after that first moment of inspiration, POLAR provides the most 
comprehensive product range in the industry. From basic models that help motivate and inform 
beginners and regular exercisers, to providing complete training systems for world champions 
across numerous disciplines. Hear how Polar has continued to innovate with technology to keep 
its business not only competitive but a world leader. 

Ms. Raija Laukkanen, Director, Science Collaborations 
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Sample Highlights - Day 2 Meeting – Nokia 

Nokia – Technologies for a Connected World 
Having sold off its mobile handset business to Microsoft, Nokia still remains one of the world’s 
leading companies in the mobile telecoms space. As a supplier of communications technologies to 
leading telecoms operators, Nokia is at the forefront of the Internet of Things (IOT) and continues to 
innovate to provide the world’s most efficient mobile networks, the intelligence to maximize the 
value of those networks, and the services to make it all work together seamlessly. At the Solution 
Experience Centre, Nokia offers a hands-on environment where visitors can experience one-on-one 
time with Nokia Networks experts, gain knowledge of Nokia Networks products and solutions and 
explore latest innovations. Mr. Timo Ihamuotila, Nokia Group CFO, and Mr. Lauri Oksanen, Head of 
Research and Technology at Nokia, will be hosting the ITMA group. 

Mr. Timo Ihamuotila, Nokia Group CFO  
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Sample Highlights - Day 2 Meeting – Kone 

Smoother movement with intelligent solutions 
KONE is one of the global leaders in the elevator and escalator industry. The company has been 
committed to understanding the needs of its customers for the past century, providing industry-
leading elevators, escalators and automatic building doors as well as innovative solutions for 
modernization and maintenance. The company’s objective is to offer the best People Flow™ 
experience by developing and delivering solutions that enable people to move smoothly, safely, 
comfortably and without waiting in buildings in an increasingly urbanizing environment. In 2014, 
KONE had annual net sales of EUR 7.3 billion and at the end of the year over 47,000 employees.  
 
Mr. Antti Koskelin, CIO, Global Development, will address us followed by a tour of their innovation 
centre. 

Mr. Antti Koskelin, CIO, Global Development 
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Sample Highlights - Day 3 Meeting – Planmeca 

Better Care through Innovation 
Planmeca Oy is a global leader in many fields of health care technology, with products 
distributed in over 120 countries worldwide. Their product range covers digital dental units, 
world-class 2D and 3D imaging devices, and comprehensive CAD/CAM and software 
solutions. Planmeca has a strong commitment to R&D and close collaboration with health 
care professionals and leading universities. They aim is to create functional, durable and 
beautifully designed products that stand the test of time by keeping to four design principles: 
erogonomic workflow for professionals, patient and staff safety, patient comfort and long 
lasting aesthetics. 

Mr. Antti Eskelinen, Director 
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Sample Highlights - Day 3 Meeting – Rovio 

Digitally Delivering Great Gaming Experiences Globally 
Rovio Entertainment, founded in 2003, is an industry-changing entertainment media company and 
creator of the globally successful Angry Birds franchise. Angry Birds, a casual puzzle game, became an 
international phenomenon within a few months of its release and continues to be the number one 
downloaded app of all time. Following this success in mobile gaming, Angry Birds has expanded 
rapidly in entertainment, publishing, and licensing to become a beloved international brand. Rovio has 
grown alongside Angry Birds, and the multifaceted entertainment house currently employs about 700 
professionals from 40 different nationalities across it's offices around the world. Hear from Rovio on 
how technology is used to help them successfully scale and support businesses in state of hyper 
growth. 
 
 Mr. Peter Vesterbacka, Mighty Eagle at Rovio Mobile Ltd. 
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Sample Highlights - Day 3 Meeting – Future of Smart Everything 

Leading Finnish Futurist: The Future of Smart Everything 
Hear from leading futurist and entrepreneur, Teemu Arina, on how the world of 
smart everything can transform and improve lifestyles. Delve into the world of 
biohacking, a new area that has sprung up as a result of the sensor technologies 
available. Biohacking is the art and science of maximizing your biological potential. 
The combination is to incorporate technology into data acquisition for life 
extension. The human being is a complex system, which can be hacked. How can 
productivity and lifespans be increased? How can technology be used to gather this 
information? How can we upgrade human performance, sleep, nutrition and 
health.  
 

Mr Teemu Arina , Finnish Futurist and Entrepreneur 
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Sample Highlights - Day 4 Meeting – ZenRobotics 

Changing the World with Information Technology and Robotics 
ZenRobotics is a global leader in its field and stands right in the intersection of two global 
megatrends: the revolution of smart robotics technology and the global need for ecological 
efficiency. The high-tech company specializes in Artificial Intelligence (AI) controlled robotic 
systems which will become the way of the future. The company’s vision is that smart 
robotics and learning systems will have numerous applications in the future but they are 
focused on solving one major world problem at a time. The company’s rather audacious 
team consists of quaintly modest guru coders, radiant industrial automation experts, fierce 
doctors, and mad scientists. Our peeps have strong background in machine learning, sensor 
fusion and data mining. 
Our ITMA group will be hosted by Mr Timo Taalas, CEO,and Mr Rainer Rehn, CCO. 
 

Mr Timo Taalas, CEO 
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Sample Highlights - Day 5 Meeting – National Cyber Security  

Cyber Security Done Right: How Estonia Learnt from Being Attacked 
In 2007, Estonia was the victim of a high profile state-sponsored online attacks. Since then, Estonia's private 
and public sector, often working together, have heavily increased the security of the country's IT systems 
and built stronger authentication services, firewalls and back-up systems. The country is now rated as being 
one of the most prepared against cyberattacks. Estonia is also looking beyond its own borders in the fight 
against online threats: it has joined and heavily promoted different alliances and arrangements not only in 
the Baltic states and Nordic countries but also in EU and on a global scale. 
And it's not gone unnoticed: in 2008, the Estonian capital Tallinn became the home of the NATO 
Cooperative Cyber Defence Centre of Excellence and in December last year, the EU's newly founded IT 
Agency also set up shop in the city. Estonia's highest officials and representatives have also been 
championing the cyber-security agenda in Europe. 
 

Mr. Siim Sikkut, ICT Policy Adviser, Government Office 
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The 9th CIO Study trip is sponsored by the following organizations 

The sponsors will be represented during the Study Trip. 
 
ITMA would like to thank the sponsors for their invaluable support and contribution.  
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PLATINUM SPONSOR 

GOLD SPONSORS 



Registration 

The CIO Study Trip fees are inclusive of internal travel and 
transportations, stay at various hotels,  all meals and 
networking activities.  

 
The CIO Study Trip cost is  

ITMA Members 
S$4,000  for full package (inclusive of flights, hotels, meals and local transport).  
S$2,500 for land package 
 

Sponsor Representatives 
$2,500 for land package 
 
 

For Enquiries and Registration, please contact 
Nancy Lee 
Email: ITMA Secretariat <secretariat@itma.org.sg> 
Phone: +65 9431 9897 

Disclaimer statement:  
ITMA reserves the rights to change the itinerary/program without notice. 
Exclusive for CIOs and IT Heads only.  



CIO Study Trip 2015 Organizing Committee 

Alan Goh (Chairman) CIO, M1 Limited 
Alvin Aw (Vice-Chair) Head of IT, Rodyk & Davidson LLP 
Siew Yim Cheng   CIO, JTC Corporation 
Kwa KC   CEO, JustLogin 
Alfred Anand   Head of IT Applications, Commerzbank Asia 
Ramesh Narayanaswamy CIO, SingPost  
Michael Leung  Board, Mconnect (Former CIO, Singapore Pools) 

CIO Study Trip 2015 Advisors 

Steve Lee   President, ITMA    (CIO, Changi Airport Group) 
Glen Francis  Vice President, ITMA (CEO TFC, CIOAA) 
Ang Mui Kim  Vice President, ITMA (CIO, Ministry of Manpower) 

Nancy Lee  ITMA Secretariat  
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Feedback from Previous Participants 

Going on this tour has been a great experience. I learnt a lot, 
met some great people and returned with new focus and drive. 
The tour was an opportunity for knowledge sharing and I 
recommend it to anyone and everyone! Overall the study trip 
was an intensive, energetic experience. The participants were a 
fantastic bunch – intelligent and fun and immensely experienced 
and yet fully engaged in the whole tour i.e. its sights, sounds and 
taste. I look forward to the 8th Study Tour – CIO, ABB 
 
Can’t think of a trip in recent years, within a week when I was 
able to have a unique opportunity to hear and interact with key 
executives of a large number of silicon valley leading tech 
companies – CIO, Great Eastern Life 
 
Enormous wealth of insights; enormous potential  in the role of 
IT; enormous ability for IT to change and shape the world we 
work, live, play! – CIO, Ministry of Communications and 
Information Singapore 
 
The ITMA CIO study trip exceeded my expectations. It gave me a 
wake-up call to the ever changing nature of the industry and the 
innovations that are happening. – CIO, Cycle and Carriage 
 
Thanks for organizing a memorable and enriching learning trip.  
It was certainly time well-spent.  - Deputy CIO, Land Transport 
Authority 
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Feedback from Previous Participants 

Power of networking, and deep information and 
knowledge being exchanged. We had a solid 5 days of 
good interaction amongst CIOs from diverse industries. 
– Head of IT, BW Marine 
 
Throughout the trip, I was delighted that key members 
of the companies (founders, board members, CxOs 
etc) took time to share their business and views with 
us.  Their candid and open sharing made the dialogue 
invaluable.  – Head of IT, GlaxoSmithKline 
 
This CIO Study Trip has been a very enriching 
experience for me in every sense of the word. We felt 
like kids in a candy store with so much to see and 
learn. – Head of IT, NKF 
 
Like a 'Sale worth waiting for!', it is a 'Trip worth 
waiting for!'. I had a good trip, worth the WOW and my 
while. A big thank you to everyone who has been part 
of this trip with me. – Head of IT, Watson Personal 
Care 
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About ITMA 
 
Information Technology Management Association  
 
ITMA is a 30 year old non-profit association comprising of forward looking IT leaders making a difference to the IT industry in Singapore in IT Management.  
Our members comprises mainly CIOs, and IT Heads.  The overall aim of the Association is to provide a forum of communication so that the experience and 
knowledge in the fields allied to Information Technology (IT) management can be exchanged for the benefit of members and as a contribution to the 
development of the Information Technology industry in Singapore.   
 
http://www.itma.org.sg/ 
 
 

http://www.itma.org.sg/
http://www.itma.org.sg/

